
SPECIES SPOTLIGHT 

Osage Orange 
MACLURA POMIFERA    

At �rst, this tree’s neon-green, 
wrinkly, softball-sized fruit seems 
its most distinctive feature. But its 
wood has almost mythical prop-
erties. Durable, �exible, rot-resis-
tant, and dense, it burns so hot 
that it can reportedly melt wood-
stoves. Indigenous tribes as far 
east as the Ohio River Valley and 

COORDINATES  40.766473, -111.835206

�   
Native to 
Arkansas, 
Oklahoma,  
and Texas

�  
Named in 

part for the 
citrus scent 
of its fruit 
when ripe

�  
One of the 
hottest- 

burning wood 
species

DID YOU KNOW?

�  
So prized among the 
peoples he encoun-

tered that Meriwether 
Lewis sent cuttings to 

Thomas Je�erson

as far west as the Rockies prized 
and traded for bows made from 
Osage orange wood. Plains set-
tlers relied on the trees to estab-
lish their homesteads, weaving 
the tough, thorny branches into 
makeshift barbed-wire fences 
said to be “horse high, hog tight, 
and bull strong.” 
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Blue Atlas Cedar
CEDRUS ATLANTICA ‘GLAUCA’  

Lacy and graceful, the blue At-
las cedar is a prized ornamental 
tree in gardens around the world. 
Clusters of short needles along 
outstretched branches create a 
textured, airy look, while the nee-
dles’ waxy coating—which helps 
them conserve water—casts an 
icy blue hue. One of only four true 
cedar species, it provides habi-
tat for the endangered Barbary 
macaque in North Africa’s Atlas 
Mountains. 

COORDINATES  
40.760749, -111.843923 

�   
Native to the Atlas 

Mountains of Morocco 
and Algeria

�  
Produces compounds 
that cool the surface 

of needles, preventing 
water loss 

�  
Bark produces an aro-
matic oil used in health 
and beauty products

DID YOU KNOW?

�  
Ancient Egyptians 

used oil for embalming

�  
Moth-repellent wood was 
historically used to make 
chests and wardrobes SPECIES SPOTLIGHT

  QUERCUS GAMBELII X MACROCARPA
Bur-Gambel Oak

“If I were going to show people one 

tree, this would be it,” says Red Butte 

Garden & Arboretum’s Charles Per-

ington. In his eyes, it’s the perfect 

backyard tree for Salt Lake City, 

marrying the native Gambel oak’s 

climate suitability with the Midwest-

ern bur oak’s height and shade. With 

its long lifespan, “four generations of 

a family could all grow up underneath 

the same tree,” Perington notes. The 

specimen is a result of Walter Cot-

tam’s world-renowned work cross-

ing di�erent oak species. Cottam’s 

Grove at the garden is �lled with his 

hybrid oaks, whose acorns are still 

sought after by botanical gardens 

and researchers worldwide.

DID YOU KNOW?

�   
Hybrid of Midwest-
ern bur oak and 
southern Rockies 
Gambel oak

�   
Produces heavy 
amounts of 
acorns at a 
young age

�   
Acorns are  
low in tannin 
and make  
good �our

COORDINATES  40.76506, -111.82803
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Giant Sequoia 
SEQUOIADENDRON GIGANTEUM  

Sequoia groves—which naturalist 
John Muir called “God’s �rst tem-
ples”—inspire such awe that entire 
national parks arose to protect them. 
The most massive tree species on 
earth, these giants can reach heights 
of 300 feet and trunk diameters of 

COORDINATES 40.76586, -111.83639; 40.76369, -111.85151

�   
Current range: 
western slopes 
of California’s 
Sierra Nevada

�  
Can live up 
to 3,400 

years   

�  
Grow 40 
cubic feet 

of wood per 
year while 
maturing

DID YOU KNOW?

�  
18-inch-thick 
bark protects 

trunk from 
signi�cant �re 

damage

up to 40 feet. The largest tree in the 
world, General Sherman in Sequoia 
National Park, stands 275 feet tall 
and more than 36 feet wide at its 
base, containing enough wood to 
build more than 120 average-sized 
homes.

�  
Genus can be 
traced to the 

Triassic Period 
200 million 
years ago
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Rocky Mountain    	
Bristlecone Pine
PINUS ARISTATA   

COORDINATES 40.760785, -111.841563; 40.76511, -111.83286

DID YOU KNOW?

For withstanding the extreme con-

ditions of its arid montane habitat, 

the Rocky Mountain bristlecone is 

rewarded with a lifespan of two or 

three millennia. Its cousin, the Great 

Basin bristlecone pine, lives even 

longer. The world’s oldest tree is a 

4,853-year-old specimen named 

Methuselah, whose exact California 

location is kept secret to protect 

it from the unfortunate fate of the 

oldest tree on record—a nearly 

5,000-year-old Great Basin National 

Park bristlecone felled in 1964.

�   
Native to 

Colorado, New 
Mexico, and 

Arizona

�  
Habitat: arid 
elevations 

from 7,500-
12,000 ft.  

�  
Ice and high winds 
shape the trunks 

into surreal,  
sculptural forms

�  
Dense, 

resinous wood 
resists pests
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Ginkgo
  GINKGO BILOBA 

One of Earth’s oldest tree species, this 
“living fossil” has changed little since 
it �rst appeared on the evolutionary 
timeline. Ginkgo biloba is the only sur-
viving member of the order Ginkgoales, 
which predates the dinosaurs at more 
than 290 million years old. The gink-
go’s iconic fan-shaped leaves give the 
tree an almost sequined look and turn a 
show-stopping yellow come fall. 

COORDINATES   
40.76457, -111.84904

DID YOU KNOW?

�   
Produces chemicals that protect 

it from disease and drought

�   
Used in traditional Chinese 

medicine for thousands of years

�   
Native to China, Korea, 

and Japan

�  
Grew in North America  

15 million years ago

�  
Can live up to 3,500 years

SPECIES SPOTLIGHT

LIRIODENDRON TULIPIFERA  
Tulip Tree

DID YOU KNOW?

�  
Native through-

out eastern North 
American temperate 

forests 

This eastern North American 

native is named for its stunning 

cup-shaped �owers that resem-

ble prize-winning hothouse culti-

vars. In shades of luminous green 

to buttery yellow, with �ame-like 

tangerine strokes at the base, 

the elegant blooms perch on the 

branches like pretty little teacups 

on saucers. 

�
Used by Cherokee 
for dugout canoes

�
Popular wood 

species for organs 
because it makes 
a tight seal against 
pipes and valves

COORDINATES   

40.766474, -111.849825

40.76096, -111.84356

40.767432, -111.824794
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Southern Magnolia
   MAGNOLIA GRANDIFLORA   

Native to more temperate climes, this broadleaf 
evergreen has no business thriving in northern 
Utah. But the campus specimen is doing “sur-
prisingly well,” says Suzie Middleton, even after 
being transplanted from its original site outside 
the now-demolished Orson Spencer Hall. The 
tree’s creamy white blooms—which may grow 
as big as a dinner plate—are among the largest 
of any native North American tree.

�   
Native to the  
southeastern  
United States

DID YOU KNOW?

COORDINATES 40.764341, -111.848104

�  
Blooms smell  
like citronella

�  
Waxy coating helps 
leaves resist salt and 

pollution damage

 Across the University of Utah campus, more than 10,000 trees make up Utah’s state arboretum. These illustrations 
depict a sampling of the diverse species planted, studied, and cared for in this living collection.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY IRENE LASCHI


