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MYTH
There are too many 

“degrees to nowhere” that 
don’t result in good jobs. 

FACT
Degrees from across 
campus open doors to 
many in-demand jobs, 
aligning with market needs.

MYTH
College isn’t worth 
the money.

FACT
Graduates see a 
substantial return  
on investment 
through increased 
earnings. On 
average, Utahns with 
bachelor’s degrees 
make $20,000
more each year than  
those with just a high 
school education.

MYTH
A college education 
doesn’t have a signi- 
ficant impact on 
overall quality of life.

FACT
People with college 
degrees are happier, 
healthier, and more 
confident in future 
career success.

MYTH
A degree from the  
U isn’t worth it.  
Other schools have  
better outcomes  
for less cost.

FACT
The U has the 
highest median 
earnings and 
six-year graduation 
rate among all public 
schools in Utah. 

MYTH
Tuition keeps rising, 
and student debt  
is through the roof.

FACT
The listed price  
in higher education 
is often very 
different than what’s  
actually paid. 

82%

73%

-17%
$142 

million
$18,350

$39,950

$348.5 
million
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$5,236

8,856
of degrees awarded by the U 

are in programs related to 
high-demand jobs, as defined 
by the Utah System of Higher 

Education.

After accounting for financial aid and 
scholarships, students, on average, pay 
less now ($5,236 per year in 2023) than 

they did in 2020 ($5,337).

Tuition costs are increasing at  
a lower rate than inflation. Since 

2020, the inflation-adjusted 
tuition net price has dropped 17%.

The average debt for graduating students in 
Utah is the lowest in the country at $18,350 
(the highest is New Hampshire at $39,950).

of first-time U students receive 
scholarships and/or grants.

received  
by U 

students 
in the 

2022–23 
academic 

year

Utah’s unemployment rate 
is nearly twice as high for 

those with only a high 
school education compared 

to individuals with 
bachelor’s degrees or higher.

The U awards 55% of all 
STEM degrees from public 

universities in Utah.

career coaching appointments 
last year at the U.

55%
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KEEPING AN EYE ON STUDENT COSTS

AVERAGE DEBT

TUITION NET PRICE

2020
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$5,300

$5,200

2023

IN FINANCIAL AID

IN SCHOLARSHIPS

LESS THAN HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE
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SOME COLLEGE OR ASSOCIATE DEGREE

BACHELOR’S DEGREE

GRADUATE OR PROFESSIONAL DEGREE

$34,583

$39,805

$44,387

$59,740

$87,987
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